In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Ever Merciful
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Core Lesson 6  | Respectful Online Behaviour (Husn al Adab)

Learning Objectives
· To understand what respectful behaviour (Husn al-Adab) means online
· To recognise how words and actions online can affect others
· To understand Islamic teachings on kindness, respect and self-control
· To identify examples of respectful and disrespectful online behaviour
· To develop the ability to communicate politely and responsibly online
Starter Task (Prior Knowledge Check)
Teacher to ask:
· “What does it mean to have good manners (adab)?”
· “Do the same rules of manners apply online?”
· “How might someone feel if they are spoken to rudely online?”
Pupils to respond by:
· Sharing ideas and examples
· Discussing how behaviour online can affect others
Teacher to identify and then explain:
· Pupils’ understanding of respect and manners
· Any misconceptions (e.g. online behaviour does not matter as noone can trace us – which is incorrect regardless)
· Islam teaches kindness, respect and good manners at all times
The Holy Prophet (sa) showed excellent character (Husn al-Adab)
Being online does not remove responsibility for our words
· Activity online can be traced and can negatively impact future job prospects and employability/ reputation in other areas such as marriage etc. 
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Islamic/ Ahmadi Input
· We are taught to reflect good character in all situations, including online
· We should speak with respect and avoid hurting others
· We represent Islam and the Jama’at through our behaviour
Teacher to emphasise clearly:
· Words online can hurt just like in real life
· Messages can be misunderstood and spread quickly
· We must think before we type or send anything
Key message to be taught:
· “Speak online the way you would speak face to face—with respect and dignity.”
· “The Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hands others are safe” (An Nasaa’i 4995)
Main Task (15–20 mins)
Activity: “Say It Better” Communication Challenge
Teacher to: display examples of disrespectful online messages and then explain/ ask:
· “That’s wrong, you don’t know anything.”
· “I think you are so bad at this game.”
· “Nobody cares about what you think…”
“What do you think of these messages?” (take a few responses from class)
“You all are to improve these messages to show good manners (Husn al-Adab)”
Ask pupils to:
· Work in pairs
· Rewrite each message respectfully
· Share responses
Key message: “Good character is shown in how you speak—even when no one can see you.”
Lesson Concludes
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